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SUBJ: BENIN REQUEST FOR CONTRIBUTION TO PAN-AFRICAN COOPERATIVE 
TRAINING CENTER 

REE: COTONOU 773 (NOTAL) 

1. GOVERNMENT OF PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OP BENIN (GPRB) MINISTER OF 
PUBLIC WORKS AND LABOR ADOLPHE BIAOU CALLED IN CHARGE DEC 14 TO 
REQUEST US ASSISTANCE IN CONSTRUCTING A THREE-BUILDING COMPLEX 
IN COTONOU TO SERVE AS THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE PAN AFRICAN 
COOPERATIVE TRAINING CENTER. BIAOU EXPLAINED THAT AT SECOND PAN 
AFRICAN COOPERATIVE CONFERENCE HELD IN BENIN MARCH 11-12, 1976, 
BENIN WAS DESIGNATED SEAT OP ORGANIZATION ON CONDITION THAT IT 
COULD BUILD A SUITABLE HEADQUARTERS WITHIN TWO YEARS. SINCE 
BENIN WAS ANXIOUS NOT TO LOSE THE OPPORTUNITY TO HOST CENTER, 
BISOU SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED TO CANVASS AS MANY 
POTENTIAL DONORS AS POSSIBLE FOR ANY FORM OF ASSISTANCE. 

2. BIAOU CANDIDLY DESCRIBED THE BUILDING PROIECT AS "UN PEU 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 COTONO 01999 201503Z 

COLOSSAL." SAYING THAT IT WOULD COST CFA 465,635,246, OR 
$1,876,396 AT CURRENT EXCHANGE RATES. IN ADDITION, GPRB WAS 
SEEKING AN "EXCEPTIONAL" GRANT OP CFA 7,000,000 TO COVER 
DEFICIT INCURRED THROUGH RENTAL OF OFFICE SPACE IN 1976, AND 
CFA 17,496,000 TO PROVIDE FOR A FIVE-MONTH TRAINING SESSION 
FOR 32 PARTICIPANTS AND A ONE-MONTH SEMINAR, FOR SAME NUMBER. 
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3. CHARGE TOLD BISOU THAT HE NOT EULLY BRIEFED ON PAST 
HISTORY OE PROJECT AND THUS COULD MAKE NO RESPONSE AT THIS 
TIME. BIAOU SAID THAT HE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY EFEORT WHICH 
COULD BE MADE. 

4. COMMENT: WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S COMMUNICATING 
THIS INFORMATION TO AFRO-AMERICAN LABOR CENTER (AALC) WHICH 
HAS BEEN ENTITY LINKED WITH PAN AFRICAN COOPERATIVE TRAINING 
CENTER PROJECT. BUILDING COMPLEX OF THIS MAGNITUDE FOR 
PROGRAM THAT HAS BEEN CHARACTERIZED AS ONLY "MILDLY SUCCESSFUL" 
(REFTEL) STRIKES US AS HIGHLY UNREALISTIC, BUT WHERE PRESTIGE 
PROJECTS ARE CONCERNED, THE GPRB HAS BEEN KNOWN TO PRESS AHEAD 
ON ITS OWN (E.G. THE FOUR MILLION DOLLAR HALL DES SPORTS). WE 

WILL CONSULT PRIVATELY WITH OTHER EMBASSIES HERE TO DETERMINE 
WHO HAS BEEN APPROACHED AND WHAT REACTION HAS BEEN. 

5. COMPLETE MEMCON BEING POUCHED TO AFAV. 

THOMPSON 
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